
“Too bad Ma, I got her genes”, I 
said, and watched my mother’s 
exasperated look replaced grudgingly 
with a half smile. ‘Her’ was my 
maternal grandmother, a colossal 
influence that continues to remain 
significant across three generations 
following her. She entered my 
consciousness when, as a five year 
old, I spent my summer holidays 
at her sprawling house. The tall, 
dignified lady towered over the entire 
gaggle of cousins and much to my 
delight could scold my mother too! 
All cousins tugged hard at our best 
manners in her presence, toeing the 
line. She was the fountainhead of all 
goodies and no one wanted to take 
a risk. While I was to formally grasp 
the 3 Rs later, I sampled the informal 
seeds of Respect, Responsibility 

and Resolution at her knee. My 
grandmother had rabbits, hens, and 
ducks ambling around abundant 
greenery. Playing with them we 
learnt to respect nature’s bounty 
and to care for it -even as we raced 
to collect the maximum eggs from 
the hens’ coops. She was the first 
woman in India to start professional 
sewing/embroidery classes at home, 
much before Martha Stewart turned 
domestic drudgery into a billion 
dollar enterprise. Tailoring remained 
the top preferred profession for us 
cousins before we stumbled upon 
engineering, medicine and other 
“viable” choice of careers. Alas! There 
were downsides to her value system 
or what we would later call “reverse 

responsibility”. It was the case of the 
forbidden fruit, not an apple, but 
luscious guavas beckoning us from 
laden branches of the neighbor’s tree 
caressing our compound wall. She 
would assiduously pick them up send 
them back to the neighbors, paying 
little heed to our muted protests of 
finders being keepers. Above all, 
the memory that clearly stands out 
was her resolution to be financially 
independent and ensure the same 
for her children. My grandmother 
remained fiercely independent well 
into her late eighties, living life on 
her own terms while still making a 
difference to her family and society.

Too bad Ma, I didn’t get all her genes. 
She set the bar so high.” 
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Muna Ali worked in PwC Mumbai  
as a Manager from the year  
2002 to 2006
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Too bad Ma, I 
got her genes



Here I would like to express 
gratitude to every woman in 
my life...

How can I thank you for your 
support,

For the guidance, prayers and 
help of all sort.

So much you have done that I 
could never repay,

All I can do is to honour you in 
this noble way.

Kind, caring and loving is who 
you are

May the blessing of the Lord 
propel you far.

You took in as a son, friend and 
showed me love.

And for that I think of you as an 
angel from high above.

Knowing that you are in my life 
makes me proud,

Your advice for me leaves 
me sound.

You have supported me to 
this end

You’ve been my best friend.

Yatin Mehra was working with 
Transfer Pricing from 2009 to 2012 
in the Gurgaon office
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Because you 
showed me 

the way

I am who I am today,

Because you showed me the way.

For being a support and guide to 
me above all odds,

I say you are the best person with 
all best wishes and blessings in 
the world.

God Bless you in every way,

And wishing you a  very Happy 
Women’s Day.
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As I look back at the past 20 years 
(5 of which were with PwC/C&L), 
I vividly recall several 12+ hour 
workdays, many Saturdays (and 
some Sundays too)spent in the office, 
discussing with colleagues and 
building/refining Lotus 1-2-3 based 
financial analysis models. Imagine life 
when email technology was nascent 
and mobile phone calls cost Rs16/
minute, and you’ll see why some of 
this was perhaps unavoidable. 20 
years ago, I was also newly married. 
Vidya (my wife) and I had just moved 
to Bangalore. An MBA from a well-
known B-School, she had accepted a 
position with an MNC that was setting 
up its operations in India. 

Our work and travel schedules 
cramped our lifestyle even as we 
valiantly worked hard at coping with 
the demands of an extended family. 
But it was she who had to work 
harder, balancing responsibilities 
at home with the demands of her 
job. Over the next couple of years, 
the arrival of our child, a 15-month 
secondment to the UK, ill-health in 
the family and finally, my decision to 
accept a US-based role all conspired 
to bring Vidya’s promising career to 
a premature end. Yet, she put aside 
her personal aspirations and worked 
tirelessly to ensure that I could focus 
on my work without worrying too 

Anand Krishna worked with PwC between 
1991 and 2000. He started with Financial 
Advisory Services(Mumbai) and then was 
with Advisory Services (Bengaluru)
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Armed with an 

amazing positive 
attitude and the 

remarkable ability to 
bring order to where I 

only see chaos

much about family matters. Armed 
with an amazing positive attitude 
and the remarkable ability to bring 
order to where I only see chaos, Vidya 
remains a huge source of strength and 
unstinting support. 

Thanks a ton Vidya! Much appreciate 
all that you’ve done and continue 
to do. 
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I thank Good Lord for giving me 
the best gems in the form of my 
grandmother and my mother.

My grandmother touched lives of 
almost everyone in simple ways.  
She ensured she helps, heals and 
makes people happy.  She is source 
of Inspiration not just for me but 
for many.

My mother is simply an amazing 
woman.  One thing I respect 
immensely about my mother is her 
faith and love. She is in my prayers 
and a blessing from god....

As I look back on my life

I find myself wondering...

Did I remember to thank My Moms

for all that she has done for me? 

For all of the times she was by my side

for teaching me the value of 
hard work,

good judgement, courage, and 
honesty? 

I wonder if I’ve ever thanked her

for the simple things...

If I have forgotten to express my 
gratitude

Reshmaa Mahilani worked with PwC 
from 2007 to 2012. She worked with the 
Systems & Process Assurance Team as an 
Assistant Manager
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I salute 
them

For any of these things, and for 
everything

I am Thanking now...  

Whoever I am today and whatever 
values I live by, it is because of my 
grandmother and my mother.

I salute them.

PwC Alumni
‘The woman I admire’ contest



It’s tough, more so in 100 words but in the end my vote goes to 
my daughter who changed my life from the day she was born. She 
inspired me in a way different from others by teaching me that there 
is more to parenting than putting the bread on the table and giving 
me a whole new perspective on life. She continues to provide me 
with a renewed enthusiasm for new learning and leads by example 
through her achievements; encouraging me forever to ride a wild 
horse in to the sky. 

And of course, she too, is a PwC alum.

Ujjal Choudhury worked in PwC 
from 2004 to 2007 with Performance 
Improvement. He was working out of 
the Kolkata office
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Leads by example 
through her 

achievements; 
encouraging me... 
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